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How Geography influenced the 
Greek way of life

Political

Like we discussed in class, geography influenced how the people of Greece lived.  The mountains protected and isolated the Greeks who lived on the mainland.  How about the good stuff first?  It protected the Greeks from invaders because the mountains made it difficult to attack.  Now the bad stuff: the mountains, even though it protected the Greeks, it made it hard to travel and communicate with other communities, so they became divided into something called CITY-STATES.  City-states acted independently from each other.  This means each city-state ran differently from the others.  Even though Greece was divided, the people spoke the same language and believed in the same religion.  

Social

In Greece, the weather is fine and dandy!  They had a mild climate so the people liked to spend a lot of time outdoors.  The people would gather outside in a public square and talk about the latest news and hang out.  Kind of like how you guys like to hang out in the hallways with your friends before you run into class!  They even had class outside!  Teachers met their students in public gardens and had class outside!  Wouldn’t that be awesome if the weather was nice now?  The Greeks also liked to go to outdoor theaters that and watch plays and performances.  But remember, they only could hang out with the people of their city-state because the mountains made it hard to communicate to other city-states.
Economic


As you can see from doing your maps in class, Greece is a peninsula, which means it’s surrounded by water on three sides.  They had the Mediterranean Sea RIGHT THERE!  They had many harbors so this made trade very easy for them.  Because of the sea, the people became fishers, traders or even pirates!  So as you can see, the sea was very important since it created jobs for people.  One thing Greece did not have much of was farmable land.  They had to trade in order to get the stuff they needed, and grew many cash crops like grain that they could grow and trade for money.  In the beginning they used the barter system and then changed to currency. 
 How Geography influenced the 
Greek way of life questions
Political

1. What was one positive effect of Greek’s geography?


2. What was a negative effect of Greek’s geography?


3. The mountains made communication difficult in Greece which caused it to divide into what?

Social

1. What allowed the people to spend a lot of time outdoors?



2. Where would the people gather to discuss the latest news?


3. Name two other things the people did outdoors

a. 1 -

b. 2 -

Economic

1. What is a peninsula?


2. What jobs did people take because they lived near the sea?


3. What did Greece not have a lot of?
